Jesus’ Resurrection and You
Acts 2:25-36 (text)   2 Peter 1:1-11

Brothers and sisters in the Lord Jesus Christ, friends and visitors here with us this morning, the Lord Jesus came into the world to save us from our sin. By simple but true faith in his work upon the cross of Calvary, we may be declared just, righteous in the sight of God and we may be received by him as his children again. We who were once enemies of God may be received into the full fellowship of the family of God again. 

We can sometimes so emphasize the teaching of justification by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone, that we forget that mere justification and hence salvation from the consequences of sin, is not God’s ultimate purpose in saving us. God's ultimate purpose in anything he does is his own glory. But in respect of ourselves, the reason for which God has saved us is, in the words of the Apostle Paul in Titus chapter 2, “instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously, godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope and appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us,” – why? – “that he might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for himself a people for his own possession, zealous for good works.” 

The real reason Christ came to save us is not so much from the consequences of our sin as from sin itself. On the other hand, sometimes we are very well aware of that but we don’t find we have ever so much success with it. We find ourselves struggling with sin so much and we find ourselves being defeated by it again and again that we almost give up. Or at least, outwardly we manage to make it look as though we are doing the right thing but inwardly we know that there is a lot of failure in our lives. And we feel this also in respect of our own consciences, so that when we fall again we quickly ask God forgiveness and pass onto something else because, mulling over it, we feel so defeated. We don’t often "fast and afflict our souls" about it too much as Israel was told to do every year on the Day of Atonement.
 

But there come times when we are confronted with the possibility that our perhaps more rather than less unsuccessful struggle might possibly be an indication that perhaps we’re not born-again at all. For all our words and prayers of confession, maybe we are not truly repentant? So we ask ourselves: What is true repentance? What does it look like so that I may evaluate myself and know that I have really repented and I am the Lord’s? 

Our text today speaks to that – not quite directly but it’s there and I want to bring you back to it. The theme of the text that we have read in Acts chapter 2 is this, simply, that God raised Jesus of Nazareth whom Israel crucified and made him both Lord and Christ according to the Scriptures which cannot be broken. And Peter quotes two Psalms which he understood to be prophecies about the coming Messiah and which he believed were fulfilled in Jesus of Nazareth. From these Psalms fulfilled in Jesus of Nazareth, Peter concludes that Jesus of Nazareth is the Messiah, the Christ, the promised Saviour. Well, first of all; 

1.
Jesus fulfills the prophecy about the resurrection
In verse 24 we read, “But God raised Christ up again and put an end to the agony of death, since it was impossible for him to be held in death’s power.” We saw last time that it was impossible for death to hold Christ in its power for two reasons. Firstly, God had given his Son Christ to have life in himself, such that Jesus himself was a giver of life to others. He can hardly be the giver of life to others if his own life could be taken! And secondly, death is the wages of sin. Jesus was sinless. Therefore death could not possibly hold him. 

But Peter goes on in our text this morning to give another reason. “For David says of him,” Jesus of Nazareth, Peter says in verse 25, and then he quotes Psalm 16, which is a Psalm in which David speaks about being sure that God will not leave him in the grave to rot.
 But then Peter says, "But David did die and he was buried and his tomb is well-known to everyone here in Jerusalem today" (v.29). So Peter concluded that, because David was a prophet, as all the Jews who were listening to him that day in Jerusalem acknowledged, the confidence that David had in defeating death was not to be fulfilled in himself but in one of his descendants. For God had promised on oath to David that one of his descendants would one day sit on his throne long after his death and would sit on it forever.
 And Jesus, of course, was descended from David. So Peter says that in that Psalm David was looking ahead and spoke of the resurrection of Christ, verse 31, “that he was neither abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh suffer decay. This Jesus God raised up again, to which we are all witnesses.” 

So Peter shows that Jesus fulfils this prophecy of David about the resurrection. Secondly, Peter shows that,

2.
Jesus fulfills the prophecy about the ascension into heaven and the exaltation 

In verse 33 Peter says, “Therefore having been exalted to the right-hand of God and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured forth this which you now see and hear.” 

Let us go back a little. When Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist in the River Jordan, he received the Holy Spirit to empower him as a man for his ministry as the Messiah upon the earth. During the time of his ministry he had often promised the disciples that he would give them the Holy Spirit. So, for example, in John 16:7 he says, “It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper shall not come to you; but if I do go away I will send him to you … the Spirit of truth.”
 But that had also been prophesied in the Old Testament, for the Messiah was to bring in the last days – the second great age of world history; and in those last days, Joel had prophesied, God would pour out his Spirit on all his people and they would all prophesy.
 That prophecy Peter had already quoted and shown that by the gift of tongues it was fulfilled that very day. So in verse 33
 he simply says, “Therefore, having been exalted to the right-hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured forth this which you both see and hear.” 

Peter then goes on to show that David had also prophesied about Christ’s ascension into heaven in Psalm 110, where David says, “The Lord,” and the word is Jahweh – Jehovah – “The Lord says to my Lord, Sit at my right-hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.” No wonder they were quickly pierced to the heart when Peter quoted this Psalm, for Jesus had quoted it to them very recently and with a very pointed question. Jesus said to the Jewish leaders to whom he was speaking in Matthew 22, “What do you think about the Christ when he comes? Whose son is he?” And they said, “He will be the son of David.” Jesus then goes on and asks, “How then does David, inspired by the Spirit, call him Lord when he says, The Lord said to my Lord, Sit at my right-hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.” 

The prophecy in this Psalm, Peter says, could not be fulfilled in David either, because it speaks of someone whom Jahweh calls David’s Lord. What son of David could be David’s Lord? A son is to speak to his father with respect, using an honorific title. A father doesn’t give his son a title and call his son Lord. So Jesus’ question is: What son of David could be David’s Lord?
 Only the Messiah. And that son of David who would be David’s Lord would “sit at the right-hand of God until God had made all his enemies a footstool for his feet,” verse 35, quoting Psalm 110.
 

Without doubt then, says Peter, according to your own Scriptures “which cannot be broken, Jesus of Nazareth whom you crucified is the Messiah and God has raised him from the dead. Your leaders didn’t even try to deny the resurrection. They just bribed the soldiers to say that we disciples had stolen his body.” 

Well, continues Peter, since Jesus of Nazareth fulfills the prophecy of David about the resurrection and since the Holy Spirit coming upon all of us uneducated Galileans so that we have been able to speak of the mighty deeds of God in all your various native languages, which is the fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy, therefore, verse 36, "let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified."
 This Jesus whom you crucified God has placed at his right-hand, the place of supreme power in all the universe. 

The High Priest had asked Jesus at his trial straightforwardly, “Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?” and Jesus had answered, “I am; and you shall see the Son of Man sitting at the right-hand of power and coming with the clouds of heaven.” In horror they judged his statement high blasphemy and killed him,
 only now to find they had killed their God. But his Father had raised him and he was now, in truth, at the right-hand of the Blessed One. 

No wonder many of them cried out and said, “Brothers, what must we do?” For they realized very clearly that they had made themselves enemies of their God and the only prospect and the only rightful place for them was to be subdued beneath the feet of King Jesus forever. And Peter tells them that what Jesus had said earlier in his ministry was true – even blasphemy against the Son may be forgiven
 – and they repented and were saved. What wonderful grace, congregation, that even those directly responsible for the death of the Son of God could be forgiven. 

But we see some apparently fall away from that wonderful grace. We see some show themselves that they have not been regenerated because they don’t show a regenerate life – at least at the present time. They show a life of confirmed rebellion. Well, life is not ended yet, and while there is life there is hope. So we continue to pray. But we know also our own struggles. And besides the struggle with actual sin we know we don’t hate sin as we ought to. So we can ask sometimes, and we ought to ask sometimes: What about me? Will I persevere to the end? Will I hear the master’s "Well done, good and faithful servant. Enter into the joy of your Lord"? 

There is something that we can learn from one of these prophecies that can help us here. Jesus showed himself to be the Messiah by fulfilling these prophecies about the Messiah and therefore death could not hold him. But Jesus didn’t just fulfill these prophecies in a mechanical way, by being sent and by doing certain things. That brings me to the third point that I want you to see from this text this morning, and that is this; 

3.
Jesus fulfilled the prophecies of the Messiah as the living, righteous Messiah 
Jesus was in his character the very person the Messiah was to be. There are some verses in John which we particularly love because they are wonderful promises of security of our place in Christ. For example, Jesus says, “My sheep hear my voice and I know them and they follow me; and I give eternal life to them and they will never perish; and no-one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; and no-one is able to snatch them out of my Father’s hand.”
 

That is a wonderful promise. But how do we know that we are one of the sheep he is holding in his hand? Jesus was sinless and perfect. But that’s our problem – we  are not. And we cannot be. And God knows that. But there is something in Psalm 16 that helps us with this concern. 

In that Psalm that Peter quoted about the ascension and the exaltation of Jesus, Psalm 110, David was clearly speaking about somebody else; because he refers to him as "my lord" and later as "he." But in Psalm 16 David is speaking about himself. He speaks about his own soul not seeing destruction, and so forth. In Psalm 16 David says, “I saw the Lord.” Really, the old translation is better: "I beheld the Lord always before me." It’s a different Greek word behind it and it means not just: I saw; it means: I looked upon, I studied, I thought about what I saw, I considered it. “I beheld the Lord always in my presence; for he is at my right-hand, so that I will not be shaken. Therefore my heart was glad and my tongue exalted; moreover my flesh also will live in hope; because you (God) will not abandon my soul to Hades, nor allow your Holy One to undergo decay. You have made known to me the ways of life; you will make me full of gladness in your presence.”

Even though Peter was quite right pointing out that David had died, he was buried and his tomb was there, with the Jews, that very day, somehow a Psalm in which David speaks in the first person, “I” and “me,” must also be true of David. And it is true of David because David looked forward to Christ; and David, just like anybody else in the world before Christ came as a man to this earth, or since then, was saved by faith in Christ, and in fellowship with Christ, by being in communion with Christ. And so, congregation, the Psalm is also true of us because we are saved the same way. For David was speaking in that Psalm not just as a prophet but as a believer, as one of us. 

But the question still remains: how do we know that we are in Christ? Well, how did David know? It’s there, right in the very first verse, and all the other wonderful verses follow logically from that first statement: “I beheld the Lord always in my presence for he is at my right-hand so that I will not be shaken.” He is at my right-hand as an advocate, as a helper, as a defender, that I may not be shaken. It reminds us of 1 John 2, verses 1 and 2, “My little children, I say these things to you that you may not sin, but if anyone does sin we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous.” 

And that, people of God, is how we may not be shaken either. For, is not David saying that he was always beholding the Lord in his presence just another way of saying what the Apostle Paul exhorts us in the Book of Colossians? “Keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right-hand of God. Set your minds on the things above, not on the things of the earth, for you have died and your life is hid with Christ in God.” So then, necessarily, “When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.”

Let us think about this a little more. 

#
Where did sin come from in the first place? The 6th verse of the Book of Jude says this: “The angels did not keep their own domain but abandoned their proper abode (their rightful place).” Satan and the angels were all created perfect but they didn’t keep their own place. They wanted more. They wanted differently from the place in the universe God had given them. They became proud. They didn’t keep God in all his glory and love and goodness constantly in their mind’s eye. 

#
How did sin enter this world? Eve succumbed to the same temptation with which satan had tempted himself. Instead of keeping God as the object of greatest reverence before her, “she saw that the food was good to make one wise” – indeed, even to be as God herself, determining good and evil for herself. 

#
And Romans 1 tells us that is how it always happens. We reject the knowledge of God and “professing ourselves to be wise (as Eve thought she would be, as satan thought he would be), instead we become fools” and every other sort of wickedness follows. 

Brothers and sisters in the Lord Jesus Christ, David could say “he would not be shaken; his heart was glad; his flesh lived in hope.” He had absolute confidence that he also would see the resurrection and that God would make him full of gladness in his presence forevermore because he always kept God before his mind's eye, at his right-hand. We are told this in numerous places in Scripture in different ways. Yes, we are justified; we are saved, therefore, by faith in the work of Christ alone and not by anything that we do. 

#
But James tells us “a man is justified by works and not faith alone.” In other words: faith alone saves us but faith can never be alone. Faith always produces works, works of love to God. 

#
John chapter 15, verse 8, “By this is my Father glorified,” said Jesus, “that you bear much fruit” – and “the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control”
 – “and so prove yourselves to be my disciples.” 

#
Peter, in 2 Peter chapter 1 that we read earlier, talks about adding to our faith all these sorts of things – these fruit of the Spirit, and he goes on to say, “For he who lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted, having forgotten his purification from his former sins. Therefore, brethren, be ever more diligent to make certain God has called and chosen you.” Oh, God is certain – but are you certain? That’s the question, “for as long as you practice these things you will never stumble. For in this way, the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our God and Saviour, Jesus Christ, will be abundantly opened to you.” 

That is the way, people of God, that we may be sure of our salvation. Assurance of our faith is a gift God gives to us as we live lives that are obedient – not perfect, true, but lives in which we love the Lord, in which we love to worship him, to commune with him in prayer and in Bible study. And sometimes we may not love to do that so much. We may find it difficult. We may finds our minds wandering but we do it anyway and we pray that as we do it the Lord would enable us to enter more into the spirit of it as we ought. 

So the question about assurance, congregation, is answered by this question: Do you love the Lord? And when you find that lacking, do you want to love the Lord? and do you pray that the Lord would enable you to love him? Do you listen to him speak to you in his Word? – because that is what the Bible is. We talk about having Bible readings. Yes, alright. But congregation, this book is God speaking to us! Do we open God’s mouth, as it were, day by day and listen to him speaking to us? Do we show a desire for it by being diligent in attending the public worship of God, where God promises the special blessing of his Spirit upon his Word? And do we bring to the Lord the fact that often in our hearts we have a lack of love for him in these ways? Or are we just caught up with the ways of the world and life in this world? with the busyness of life in this world? with the joys, with the pleasures of life in this world? “Love not the world,” says John, “for the world is passing away.”
 Even the good things of this world are passing away. 

This is the way we persevere, brothers and sisters, and as we persevere, so the Spirit gives us that internal awareness and surety of being the children of God. “I beheld the Lord always in my presence for he is right there at my right-hand, therefore I shall not be shaken. Moreover my heart was glad and my tongue exalted, my flesh also will live in hope and you, oh God, I know it and am assured of it, will make me full of gladness with your presence.” 

Amen.

John Rogers, Reformed Church of the North Shore, 27th November, 2005

�   Leviticus 16:29-31.


�   Cf. also Psalm 49:15.


�   2 Samuel 7:12f.; Psalm 89:3f.; 132:11.


�   Cf. John 7:39.


�   Cf. Isaiah 44:1-3.


�   Note how in v.33 Peter ascribes to Jesus what is said of God in Joel; v.17, thus equating Jesus with Jahweh (Knowling). Cf. also Joel 2:32 with v.21; Isaiah 45:23 with Philippians 2:10; and Isaiah 8:13 with 1 Peter 3:15.


�   Jahweh is translated (, Lord in Ps.110 in the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the OT.


�   Which Psalm, Calvin also notes, speaks also of the Melchizedechian priesthood of which David, although he offered sacrifices, certainly never was. 


�   Bruce; so the first apostolic sermon leads directly to the first apostolic creed: Jesus is Lord. Romans 10:9; 1 Corinthians 12:3; Philippians 2:11.


�   Mark 14:61-64.


�   Matthew 12:32.


�   John 10:27-29.


�   Colossians 3:1-4.


�   Galatians 5:22.


�   1 John 2:15-17.





PAGE  
7

